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that is the organized conscience of mankind. That is 
clear enough, but the conscience of mankind does not work 
in the collective mass of humanity, it works in coma’ The 

o is 


has 
made some lofty contribution to the solution of human ills. 
jum of the thinker and feeler. In 


nature of man, lies precisely in what every can 
about it. And Unitarians as individuals can do much; in- 
deed as persons they can do everything. Everything 


least depend upon supposition everyone is 

him. If that were so the Crucifixion 

does in Christendom, and in 
‘vilization’ 
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UNITARIANS AND THE BOMB | 


of cold water; the soldier will always give a drink to the 
man who, in duty, he has mortally wounded—goodness has 
always been man’s prerogative as well as evil; what is far 
harder to search for and live for is the truth. Many a good 
man has spat in the face of truth; many a saint has stood 
by, literally or by implication, whilst the body of the heretic 
burnt in terrible torment. Most of the evil deeds of this 
day have been done by men who loved their wives, fondled 
their children, and were kind and good to their neighbours 
and friends. Most of the men and women who perpetrated 
the horror of the concentration camps, would not be recog- 


nized as anything other than decent citizens in their private 


and local neighbourly lives. 
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— Price Threepence 
writing this article, and in the separate consciences of those 
who may be wegen Dy The high-sounding generalizations 
are not without uplift but it is easy enough to load one’s 
own a on to some — such as the 
religion, for instance, there has been no more deadly 
soporific than the name of God used merely as a name, The cry for ethical conduct is a mockery unless the cry 
with all thinking and feeling drained out of it. of truth goes with it. Many men of the highest ethical 
standards are blasting either one side or other of the human 
Personal Action e without the blasting. 
; t is a terrible at centre of every religion, there 
The defence therefore against the hydrogen bomb, or ; eS meng Pa 
nore specially agains all te disasters it can Jo to ine Anger pointing pointing tthe 
plied with it, 
Thou art not with me.” Is there anything more than this, 
or anything that approaches its importance, dividing the 
West from the East? It is true that mankind even now rises 
not Ww — — above this. Men are often nobler than their beliefs. But 
their beliefs dog them. To live with some kind of certainty, 
or what seems certain, men will sell their souls, for the sell- 
ing is Often easier than to live with what seems to be the 
cross of right thinking. 
sight has seen in that event. Christ on the Cross was acting ay Ei Wes E 
everything in person: it is the inner challenge of Chris- Unitarians, if will only realize the im n of 
act everything in persons. Faith is decayed and useless 
when it waits other person to act. 
2 weight of the burden has not been felt. There is the time- 
Right Thinking less quality of ultimate insight in the words. If any man 
would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his 
„ e cross and follow me. For whosoever would sa 
make. There need be no deceit about the present position shall lose it.” We are not writing with the usual 
of mankind. It is poised upon the edge of catastrophe. those words in mind, only their biting universal ö 
That it has been poised there many times before in many have to carry the cross of right thinking 7 
ware threatened catastrophe if the human race is to survive. i 
will pass without vital new effort. kind has prised into The deed required of the moment is to make every ‘ 
nature’s secrets. — — It cannot expect 4 
to have all the attributes of the gods without some of the supposed e of 4 
majesty also. A new humanity has to arise on the surface new inner fact. This deed lies at the of the dedication 
com implied in the Unitarian faith. Without the dedication there 
after all is to be found in the gift of every cup is no faith. The act of belief is the transformation of 
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accepted fact into fact as.it is known of God. That is the 
supreme act of faith. To suppose that it can be lived as a 


kind of desultory afterthought, or a relief from the daily 
task. is to stare into the Pacific or into the Siberian wastes 
with eyes which no longer see. 


THE UNIVERSAL EAS TER 
By Charles Easton 
there must be who are unresponsive to the glory of 
these fresh spring days. The trees, for long dark limbed 
-against the sky, are rich with brown and purple. In the 


new warmth every patch of earth stirs to pay its living 


homage. Green shoots raise themselves to herald the 
humble glory of the dandelion and the cheerful sweet sim- 
plicity of the little celandine. We cannot but rejoice that in 
repose winter has perfected her work and brought to birth 
the new life that is upsurging over the earth. 


, The tree outside my window is a lovely symphony of 
unfolding greens: graceful, beau soothing to my eye 
and cheering to my heart. But if I will go further, it will 
speak to my spirit. If I penetrate behind its usual and 
lovely appearance I feel its strange and fascinating power 
drawing me to itself. I feel that the life-giving sap that is 
rushing up from its roots in the primaeval earth is akin to 
the blood of life which courses through my veins. I feel 
deeply that the essence of my life is one with the life of the 
the life 


at its delay. But the uprising of life has never failed. So 
if the Universal Easter tarries in the thoughts of men and 
women the day will come when they at last realize that all 
living creatures are of one life with each other in the life 
of God. Until that Universal Easter Communion is a fact, 
we can each in our heart celebrate its spirit. We can 
proclaim : | 


I feel the vast pulse throb in mine. 


POPULAR RELIGION 


A COMPARISON BETWEEN AMERICA 
: AND BRITAIN 


By Basil Viney 


thing that me most in the States was the popu- 


larity of public worship, and this though my visit was for 


the most part confined to the holiday season. In Britain, with 
the exception of a few highly ritualistic or dogmatically funda- 
mentalist churches, the complaint of empty pews is widespread 
and serious ; in America most churches of most denominations 
are well attended, at least by British standards. Here, less than 
a tenth God in public ; there, 
more than a third. Whence the difference ? 

the ion is to be found in any 
sweeping generalization. It has been suggested that Americans 


Protestant two thirds is devout. | 


of the adherents of 


1 Some years spring comes late, and we are impatient 
N All are one brotherhood. | 
111 I and all creatures, plants and trees 
ihe The living limbs of God. 
* And in an hour as this, divine, 
4 But we can go further than delight. If we would en- 
9 J. rich our experience through this festival we must be more 2 
4 than spectators of its lovely pageant. We must know our- 
A selves participants in this yearly resurrection. We must ILE 
„ realize ourselves as part of this great unfolding of the life 
I of God. Some poets have done us great disservice by sug- 
1. gesting that a spirit of spring makes at this season a yearly 
J. visit to the earth to touch all things to loveliness. For once 
* their fancy has misled us. The triumphant life of this festival 
* does not come from outside. The tide of spring rises from 
: within the mystery of earth life: and we are children of its 
1 spirit. What is this season but a glorious manifestation of 
te the Spirit of God? It is for us to become not spectators but 
ie participants in this Easter communion. So we may become are more scared about 
1 more deeply conscious of the Spirit that is the sustenance that therefore they are more prone to go down on 
a> also of our human life. Fear might make the habitual worshipper more constant ; but 
4. more en It has been said that the explanation is 
* 
112 I believe the solution to our problem is found in a multi- 
tude of small reasons, and I will try to set them forth in order. 
Let us divide the population into groups, according to religious 
are upheld, sustained, renewed by the spirit iii 
is is to make of Easter a universal communion. Dr 22 
222 . mentalist, Protestant (roughly corresponding our 
fortunate that the great Christian festival of the =}, er Nonconformist sects), Cults, and Free Christian (Uni- 
n tarian, Universalist and perhaps Quaker). 
revelation Divine. It is fruitful our 
ience of triumphant resurrection should r the two first groups. 
festival of the conquest of death. Aa we 
he loved the lilies of the field. The triumph of credulcus population, incidentally, swells the Funda- 
becomes one with our triumph song of life. Many — 2 and, of course, the Latins augment the 
of the perpetual struggle between summer Catholics. 
— g In our yeariy : 
: have our in the 1 The broader Protestants (under which heading I include 
experience of — the Episcopalians, often approximating to our broad 
It ts a good time for the contemplation of the larger hope. church” at home) owe much to their concentrating on only 
This is a celebration of Easter that has universal sig- one service, and that in the morning (Americans are not 
ee isa — t us be Of course, in winter there are other church activities later 
i this festival from a event at a particular time, in the day: Sunday Schools, discussion groups, and youth 
1 with a particular meaning, to become a universal mectings. They also owe much to sociability ; to the conver- 
1 er the Source of Life, we open the sazione (of which I heartily approve) and to communal meals 
doors of to all mankind. (which I find a great bore). 
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and, after the first meeting of the Assembly, as may be ap- 
proved from time to time by the Assembly on the recommen- 
dation of the Council. A ive Association may for 


Representati 


1 Member to be appoi the Non-subscribi 
. appointed by bing Presbyterian 


Free Christian Churches 


ANNUAL MEETINGS 
Conway Hall, London 

(except where otherwise stated) ned by 

London: Tuesday, April 27 to Friday, April30 amg and the Unuarian Young 

1 Member to be appointed by the Governing Body of the Pres 


TUESDAY, APRIL 27 „ College, Oxford. 
’ | 1 Member to be by the Governing Body of the Uni- 
230 pm. SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSOCIATION ANNUAL S 
Gordon * 6 Members to be co-opted triennially by the Council. 
430 p.m. INFORMAL ON 4 Honorary Officers. : 


| — — pe that Clause 3(d) be amended by deletion of the words 

10.0 am. PRES AL ADDRESS AND ANNUAL BUSI- —— 4 
1.45 pm. ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING CONTINUED. 

CONVERSAZIONE (Stern Hall, Seymour Place, N.B.—The Coesrrruno will be found on pages 16-18 of the 


W.1.). Year 
THURSDAY, APRIL 29 | 
10.0 am. COMMUNION SERVICE. | 
: Preacher: Rev. L. Mason, B.A., B.D. (Gordon Square). 
11.15 a.m. HALL LECTURE “TRUTH AND 
CERTAINTY.” 


“Full-Time Ministries (One Church or More) 
The following emoluments and allowances represent what a 


(b) Housing accommodation OR Housing allowance. 
(c) allowance. 


The distinction between Country, Provincial Town and Lon- 
don is dropped, except as regards Housing. 

Minimum stipend up to FIVE years in the Ministry £375 
In addition to these basic stipends there should be provided 
the items (b) to ( im the list above. 


expense allowance cannot be assessed at a definite figure. 
but must be considered im the light of local conditions. 


Assembly 
larger grants to enabie stipends to be paid: 
congregations.” 


The Annual Mecfing will be beld on Friday, April 38 
at Small Couway Hall, Red Lice Square, at 245 p.m. 
Speaker: Chanman- 
Mrs. Ballantyne Rev. LC. Ballantyne, 
K is hoped that as many members as possible will atteod 


ADVERTISEMENT RATES 
— 


119 vad 
| 5.30 p.m. UN FOR SOCIAL SERVICE ANNUAL MEET- The Council shall be deemed complete and duly constituted, 
| + ING. pending the election or appointment of members by the bodies or 
| + Rev. R. W. Sorensen, M.P. “ The Churches and the caitled to elect or appotat members, provided that at la 
f * pm. ANNIVERSARY SERVICE (Hampstead). _ appointed by any bodies or persons shall be elected or appointed 
| ie Preacher: Rev. S. P. Whitehouse, M.A., B.Litt. for three years, or until their successors have been elected or ar 
1 = 
(a) Basic Sti 
‘| Professor A. Victor Murray, President of Cheshunt ‘aT 
=. e National Insurance Contribution. 
12 20 pm. SECTIONAL MEETINGS (Women's League, Lay 8 Congregational proportion of Ministers’ Pension and 
— = Preachers’ Union and Ministers’ Mectings). Insurance Fund Contribution. 
: 70 pm. PUBLIC MEETING. 
, Resolutions on Matters of Public interest and concern. 
| Chairman: The President, Mr. S R. Butler, ACA 
| FRIDAY, APRIL % 
j 10.0 am. CONFERENCE “OUR CHURCHES AND THE 
WORLD.” 
| 8 Chairman: Mrs. A. D. Mitchell, B.A. Manse values shall remain as at present on a three-fold basis, 
| ee : f 8 with revisions based on Local Rating Scales and special conditions 
12 Speakers: Rev. A. H. Birtles, RA. Our Churches a necessary. These values are: 
Country Provincial Town London 
1 Assembly and Liberal Work Abroad.” = — 
5 Dr. & P. Bhathia, “ Liberal Religion as a Manse rent and rates free ... £56 £70 £105 
‘ — 
CLOSING ADDRESS. “DEEPER STILL!” 
E Resolutions at the Annual Business Mecting 
miner or to an 
ii im writing, with the of the Seconder 
Counc. Resouumons 
1 1. Resolution of the Centenary of the Unitarian College. 
i Manchester (precise wording will be on the Agenda paper) 
N 2 ™ That Clause 9 of the Constitution be amended to read 
7 as follows: 
oF Tae Councu. 
; The Council shall consist of not more than 54 members scicc- 
4 ted as follows - 
ate and 7 ministerial) to be elected tri- 
28 the Assembly at ther 
—— 
Representative covering Great 2s may Terms for a Series 


